Asthma and Allergy
Foundation of America

March 24, 2022

The Honorable Patrick O'Donnell
Chair of the Education Committee
1020 N Street, Room 159
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Chair O’Donnell,

On behalf of the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America (AAFA), I am writing to you in
strong support of the Zacky Bill, AB-2640. AAFA is the leading patient organization advocating
for people with asthma and allergies, and the oldest asthma and allergy patient group in the world.
The Zacky Bill will improve the health and safety of children across California who are living
with food allergies.

The prevalence of severe food allergies is high and growing. Nearly one in ten children, or 9.3
percent, have food allergies, and that number is rising.! This increase in prevalence has
corresponded with increased severe outcomes: from 2005 to 2014, the rate of emergency room
visits for food-related anaphylaxis among children rose by 196%.> Tragically, anaphylaxis can
lead to a child’s death, particularly when epinephrine is not immediately available.®> Though
immunotherapies for some food allergies are emerging, for now, the only way most people with
food allergies can stay safe is to avoid their allergens and to be sure to have epinephrine on hand
for rapid treatment of reactions that do occur.

Because children spend so much of their day in school settings, it is vitally important that schools
be prepared to minimize the risk of allergic reactions and to respond promptly if a reaction
occurs. School-based policies are so critical that at AAFA, we maintain a “State Honor Roll”
detailing how all 50 states and DC address a broad range of policy areas related to school-based
management of allergies as well as asthma.* While we have seen important progress across states
over the years, much remains to be done to ensure that children with food allergies are kept safe
at school. By directing the department of health to develop a food allergy resource guide rooted
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in CDC’s recommendations,’ the Zacky Bill will help create a practical tool for schools across the
state to address food allergies.

AAFA is pleased to see that the current version of the bill addresses both schools and early
education centers. Very young children who attend daycare, preschools and other early education
centers may have food allergies or experience a first reaction while in care, and these facilities
should be as prepared as other schools to prevent and treat reactions. To further strengthen early
education providers’ ability to address food allergies, the California legislature is currently
considering Elijah’s Law®, modeled on a New York State law’ that passed after the tragic death
of a 3-year-old with a dairy allergy who died after being fed a grilled cheese sandwich at daycare.
The Zacky Bill complements Elijah’s Law (AB 2042) without duplicating it, and the passage of
both will go a long way toward protecting California’s youngest children with food allergies.

We are pleased to see that the California Legislature is working to help early education centers,
and all schools, address food allergies. The Zacky Bill is an important step that we strongly
endorse. If you have any questions, please contact me at kmendez@aafa.org.

Sincerely,

U

Kenneth Mendez
President and Chief Executive Officer
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America
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